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Source: Schroders. The views shared are those of the Data Insights Unit and are subject to change.

What is driving the data deluge?
The COVID-19 pandemic has changed how we all view and use data

Digitalization Transparency Technology
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What is big and alternative data

Alternative data –
anything that hasn’t 

traditionally been 
used for investment 
analysis in the past

Big data – anything 
too big to fit into 

Excel

Geo-
spatial

Panels Web scraped

Company
accountsMarket

data

Open
data

News

Industry Data

Traditional dataAlternative data

Source: Schroders, Data Insights Unit January 2021
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Source: Schroders. There is no guarantee that any research method will lead to better investment outcomes.

Enabling better investment decisions for our clients

Going beyond what 
is currently available

Making sense of data so 
our Investors can act

Working in partnership 
with Investment teams

What do we do?
Insights for fundamental research and portfolio construction



Data Insights in action
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Source: Schroders Data Insights Unit, November 2019. Securities shown are for illustrative purposes only and should not be viewed as a 
recommendation to buy or sell.

The final piece in the fundamental jigsaw

Do people really 
drive past a Lowe’s 

to get to a Home 
Depot?

Geospatial analysis 
showed that consumers 
were 20% more likely to 
go to Home Depot than 

Lowe’s

Battleground catchment areas: 10 minute drive time (Monroe, Louisiana)



Making the most of publically available data
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Web scraping: Tire pricing monitor 

Source: Schroders Data Insights Unit, January 2021. Securities shown are for illustrative purposes only and should not be viewed as a recommendation to buy or sell.

DIU analysis: Europe tire prices tracker

− Weekly tracking of the top ten most common tire sizes and >1000 unique tires in United States, France and Germany, with data normalized to account 
for promotions and rebates where relevant

− Composite price index provides real–time insight into consumer tire pricing to monitor the timing of price hikes. Critical to our thesis on ability to 
pass through of raw materials cost inflation and offset margin impacts

− Has provided evidence of attractive pricing dynamics and no sign of any breakdown in industry discipline

Standard 14-17 inch tires in Continental Europe



COVID-19 work
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Building the COVID-19 taskforce

Diverse skillsets and 
experiences combine to 

create the taskforce 

DIU team members come from 
diverse backgrounds 

(bioinformatics, geospatial 
analysis, academia)

Economists and ESG specialists 
augment the taskforce providing 

market-focused perspectives 

Data 
Insights

EconomicsESG

Wider 
collaboration 

between teams

We share results 
from our work so 

far

We let you know 
what we’re 
planning

Investor Q&A

Help us focus on 
the key Insight 

Gaps

Source: Schroders Data Insights Unit, January 2021



COVID-19 work – Epidemiology model
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UK graph – a week before lockdown in March 2020

Source: Schroders Data Insights Unit, March 2020
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Source: Schroders Data Insights

Cases closely 
matches Critically ill

True numbers 
infected 100x higher



US Telemetrix
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State metrics per million of elderly population

National and regional data in one place

Source: Schroders Data Insights Unit, January 2021

Key



Disclosure statement – Important information

Marketing material for professional investors or advisers only

This presentation contains indicative terms for discussion purposes only and is not intended to provide the sole basis for evaluation of the instruments described. It is not intended as 
promotional material in any respect. The material is not intended as an offer or solicitation for the purchase or sale of any financial instrument. The material is not intended to provide, 
and should not be relied on for, accounting, legal or tax advice, or investment recommendations. Information herein is believed to be reliable but Schroder Investment Management Ltd 
(Schroders) does not warrant its completeness or accuracy. No responsibility can be accepted for error of fact or opinion. This does not exclude or restrict any duty or liability that Schroders 
has to its customers under the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (as amended from time to time) or any other regulatory system.

Past Performance is not a guide to future performance and may not be repeated. The value of investments and the income from them may go down as well as up and investors may not 
get back the amounts originally invested. Exchange rates may cause the value of overseas investments and the income from them to rise or fall. Emerging markets generally carry greater 
political, legal, counterparty and operational risk. 

The forecasts stated in the presentation are the result of statistical modelling, based on a number of assumptions. Forecasts are subject to a high level of uncertainty regarding future 
economic and market factors that may affect actual future performance. The forecasts are provided to you for information purposes as at today's date. Our assumptions may change 
materially with changes in underlying assumptions that may occur, among other things, as economic and market conditions change. We assume no obligation to provide you with updates 
or changes to this data as assumptions, economic and market conditions, models or other matters change.

For the purposes of the Data Protection Act 1998, the data controller in respect of any personal data you supply is Schroder Investment Management Limited. Personal information you 
supply may be processed for the purposes of investment administration by any company within the Schroders Group and by third parties who provide services and such processing and 
which may include the transfer of data outside of the European Economic Area. Schroder Investment Management Limited may also use such information to advise you of other services 
or products offered by the Schroder Group unless you notify it otherwise in writing.

Issued in January 2021 by 1 London Wall Place, London EC2Y 5AU
Registered in England and Wales Registration No 1893220
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
Telephone: 020 7658 6000 Fax: 020 7658 6965
For your security, communications may be taped or monitored.
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Important information – North American audience 
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The views and forecasts contained herein are those of individual presenters and are subject to change. The information and opinions contained in this document have been obtained from sources 

we consider to be reliable. No responsibility can be accepted for errors of facts obtained from third parties. Reliance should not be placed on the views and information in the document when taking 

individual investment and/or strategic decisions.

This presentation is intended to be for information purposes only and it is not intended as promotional material in any respect. The material is not intended as an offer or solicitation for the 

purchase of sale of any financial instrument. The material is not intended to provide, and should not be relied on for, accounting, legal or tax advice, or investment recommendations. Information herein 

is believed to be reliable but Schroder Investment Management North America Inc. does not warrant its completeness or accuracy.

The opinions stated in this presentation include some forecasted views. We believe that we are basing our expectations and beliefs on reasonable assumptions within the bounds of 

what we currently know. However, there is no guarantee that any forecasts or opinions will be realized. The forecasts included in this presentation should not be relied upon, are not 

guaranteed and are provided only as at the date of issue. Our forecasts are based on our own assumptions which may change. We accept no responsibility for any errors of fact or opinion and assume 

no obligation to provide you with any changes to our assumptions or forecasts. Forecasts and assumptions may be affected by external economic or other factors.

All investments involve risks including the risk of possible loss of principal.

Schroder Investment Management North America Inc. (“SIMNA Inc.”) is registered as an investment adviser with the US Securities and Exchange Commission and as a Portfolio Manager with the 

securities regulatory authorities in Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Quebec and Saskatchewan. It provides asset management products and services to clients in the United 

States and Canada. Schroder Fund Advisors LLC (“SFA”) markets certain investment vehicles for which SIMNA Inc. is an investment adviser. SFA is a wholly-owned subsidiary of SIMNA Inc. and is 

registered as a limited purpose broker-dealer with the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority and as an Exempt Market Dealer with the securities regulatory authorities in Alberta, British Columbia, 

Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Quebec, and Saskatchewan. This document does not purport to provide investment advice and the information 

contained in this material is for informational purposes and not to engage in trading activities. It does not purport to describe the business or affairs of any issuer and is not being provided for delivery to 

or review by any prospective purchaser so as to assist the prospective purchaser to make an investment decision in respect of securities being sold in a distribution. SIMNA Inc. and SFA are indirect, 

wholly-owned subsidiaries of Schroders plc, a UK public company with shares listed on the London Stock Exchange. Further information about Schroders can be found at www.schroders.com/us or 

www.schroders.com/ca. Schroder Investment Management North America Inc. 7 Bryant Park, New York, NY, 10018-3706, (212) 641-3800.
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